
OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS 

 
 
EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager    
 
Lower Deschutes Redband  
Mid-Columbia Fish District staff monitor the lower 
Deschutes River redband trout population annually to 
assess the redband population status. These fish 
support one of Oregon’s most popular fisheries.  As 
part of this effort we evaluate growth rate, age 
distribution, and body condition and population 
density.  

                  

 
 
This year’s results suggest the Deschutes redband trout 
population is in good shape and abundant. Deschutes 
redband grow at a high rate from ages 1 to 3 years then 
growth slows after they reach maturity. Sampled fish 
had good body condition suggesting they are doing well 
and there is no evidence that the parasite Neascus sp. 
(blackspot) is a problem. Some trout tagged with 
passive integrated transponders (PIT tag) in 2019 
moved upstream about 40 miles.  Finally, density of 
trout near Maupin was near mean historical density 
suggesting the population is doing just fine. Overall, we 
feel this is a good bill of health. 
 
Opal Springs Dam Fishway 
Deschutes Valley Water District completed 
construction of the Opal Springs Dam Fishway  
last fall.  It is an important part of reestablishing 
salmon and steelhead to 130 miles of the Crooked  
River upstream of Opal Springs and the Pelton-Round 
Butte Hydroelectric Complex.      

    

 
 
The Fishway became operational last November and 
has worked very well.  Video cameras detected the first 
steelhead swimming through the fishway within 12 
hours of its opening. In the first 6 months of 
operation, 30 steelhead, 75 bull trout and 330 redband 
trout have successfully passed upstream. 
 
Building the fishway was a collaborative effort between 
ODFW, Deschutes Valley Water District, Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board, Portland General 
Electric and the Energy Trust.  
 
Wind Power Raptor Research Project 
The mid-Columbia of Oregon and Washington 
provides habitat for a number of raptors of 
conservation concern (Oregon Conservation Strategy 
2016, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
2015). Ferruginous hawks and golden eagles are of 
particular interest in this area.   
 
This same area has experienced the densest 
concentrations of wind energy development in Oregon 
(e.g., 15-20 projects since 2008).   
 
The Oregon and Washington Departments of Fish and 
Wildlife and wind developers are evaluating whether 
there has been a change in mid-Columbia raptor 
nesting because of wind energy development.   
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Specifically the project will compare nesting over the 
next two years with nesting found during 
preconstruction surveys. The results of this work will 
help us make more informed, science-based 
recommendations to minimize, or avoid wind project 
impacts to raptors. 
 
Overshoot and Cold Water Refuge Use by John 
Day River Steelhead 
About 60 percent of the adult steelhead returning to 
the John Day “overshoot” the river’s mouth, continue 
upstream and eventually pass over McNary Dam (74 
miles upstream). Some migrate past Lower Granite 
Dam.  Steelhead that overshoot the John Day must 
“fallback” over one or more dams in order to find their 
way back home. Unfortunately, it appears many do not 
make it.  The John Day is a wild only steelhead 
population considered Threatened under the federal 
Endangered Species Act.  Learning why a large 
proportion of returning adults overshoot there natal 
stream is a problem worth looking into since most 
never return home to spawn. 
 

 
 
This summer ODFW will begin using acoustic 
telemetry tags to monitor steelhead migrating through 
the Columbia to and past the mouth of the John Day. 
As part of this effort, the Department and Columbia 

River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission will track 
steelhead tagged at Bonneville Dam as they move 
upstream using a network of existing acoustic receivers 
operated as part of ongoing sturgeon research. 
Additionally, ODFW will place three new receivers at 
Eagle Creek, Herman Creek, and the Deschutes River 
to see how returning steelhead use the Thermal 
Angling Sanctuary closures established by the 
Department.   
 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Trout Unlimited, 
and Bonneville Power Administration provided 
funding for this work.  OSU Fisheries staff will support 
the development and implementation of this study.  We 
hope this effort will help us better understand the role 
of sanctuaries in Columbia River fisheries management 
and if there are ways to reduce the level of overshoot. 
 

WEST REGION 

Bernadette Graham Hudson, Region Manager 
 
Cormorant Survey of the Astoria-Megler 
Bridge 
Staff finalized the results of the 2020 Astoria-Megler 
Bridge colony survey after reviewing aerial images of 
the colony provided by the Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps). There were an estimated 5,081 double-crested 
cormorant breeding pairs present during the June 2 
survey, representing an increase of about 1,500 pairs 
compared to 2019.  
 
Based on ODFW modeling, the colony’s impacts on 
ESA-listed salmonids may be equivalent to at least 
15,954 breeding pairs on East Sand Island, higher than 
the average 12,917 pairs present on the island prior to 
recent federal management. 
 
In addition, staff now estimate the bridge could 
support about 11,000 breeding pairs, far more than 
previously estimated by the Corps and its contractor. 
The Astoria-Megler Bridge is the longest continuous 
truss bridge in North America at just over four miles 
long. If cormorants fill all available habitat on the 
bridge, salmonid predation impacts of the colony could 
be more than 2.5 times higher than that associated with 
the colony on East Sand Island prior to federal 
management. 
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Photo courtesy ODOT. 
 

Tagged green sturgeon recovered  
In late May, Susan Reimer (Marine Mammal Program) 
found a dead green sturgeon on the lower Rogue River. 
Upon inspection, she noticed it was missing a scute on 
its left side which indicated it may have been 
tagged.  With Sue’s persistent curiosity, and some 
community resourcefulness, Gold Beach staff 
borrowed a PIT tag reader from the local animal shelter 
next door. The fish was scanned, and indeed it had a 
PIT tag.    
 
 

 

 
 
A number of green sturgeon were tagged in the Rogue 
River between 2000 and 2007. After cross referencing 
the number with a database in Clackamas, the fish was 
confirmed as having been captured and tagged in 2002 
on the Rogue River at 153 cm fork length.  Its fork 
length measured 168 cm (5 ½ feet) upon death, having 
grown only 5.5 inches in 18 years!  This fish may have 
spawned three to four times since its initial tagging.  Its 
cause of death is undetermined, but there was a visible 
wound noted by the biologists. 
              

 
A green sturgeon gets a PIT tag in 2007. 

 
Rogue Wildlife District Proactively 
Approaches Urban Bear Issue 
Bears wandering into the Ashland area have been 
building up for years and are now a chronic issue. Since 
early March, 15 individual bears, possibly up to 20, 
were in town on a regular basis, showing very little fear 
of people, displaying aggressive actions, and getting 
into birdseed, compost, garbage and other food 
sources.  
 
Concerned for human safety, biologists worked with 

I&E staff and the City of Ashland to educate residents 
on the dangers of habituated bears and ask residents to 
secure garbage and remove food sources. In 
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cooperation with Ashland Police Department, bear 
sighting warning signs were placed in neighborhoods 
with high bear activity. A direct mail “Be bear aware” 
postcard was created and sent to residents in these 
targeted neighborhoods. The post cards informed 
residents where to report emergency and non-
emergency bear situations, and actions they can take to 
keep wild bears wild. A flyer with similar information 
was created and posted in various places around these 
neighborhoods.  

 

 
 

A bear showing signs of habituation and observed 
multiple times next to a resident’s house in a high-
density residential area was humanely killed in mid-
May. The bear was a two to three-year-old sow that had 
not reproduced. The landowner still periodically 
captures bears on video cameras. Biologists believe five 
separate adult bears were on the resident’s porch, and 
two of those were sows with cubs, making a total of 
nine bears in this neighborhood. 
Reports of bear sightings in general have gone down 
significantly in recent weeks although we don’t know if 
that is due to changing human behavior, bears moving 
back to natural forage in the early summer, or residents 
not reporting bears. Some residents specifically asked 
for flyers to be posted in their neighborhoods and a 
landowner adjacent to the property where the bear was 
removed installed fencing to secure fruit trees. 
 

Sightings may increase in late summer and early fall as 
bears search for easy food sources before settling in for 
the winter. Staff will continue its partnership with 
Ashland Police Department and its educational efforts 
with residents.  

 

Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program 
Proposals Scored and Ranked 
The Willamette Wildlife Mitigation Program convened 
its Technical Review Team (TRT) virtually to score and 
rank the eight projects being considered for FY22 
funding.  The TRT recommended all projects for 
funding consideration by the Wildlife Advisory Group 
(WAG), including two ODFW proposals adjacent to 
Coyote Creek South at Fern Ridge Wildlife Area 
totaling about 140 acres.  
 
The WAG meets in July for a policy-level review of the 
project list before making a recommendation to 
Director Melcher. Director Melcher will make his final 
recommendation to Bonneville Power Administration 
(BPA) in August in anticipation of a BPA funding 
decision by October 2020. All recommended projects 
must be completed by September 30, 2022. 
 
At $10.95 million, the total request exceeds the $9.75 
million available for this funding cycle.  However, the 
request is within the 120 percent budget cap ($11.7 
million) which, if BPA’s capital budget can 
accommodate the request, allows some flexibility for 
pre-scheduling funds to better meet program needs.  
 

Fish Ladder Modifications Should Help South 
Umpqua Spring Chinook 
ODFW’s Central Point Screen Shop, Engineering 
Program, Umpqua Fish District, and the Umpqua 
National Forest completed modifications to the South 
Umpqua Falls fish ladder. Jump height into the first 
pool was lowered by eight inches and the modified spill 
is much more concentrated, providing better attraction 
for these fish. The lowered jump should enable spring 
Chinook to pass more easily and at wider range of 
flows. 
 
The South Umpqua spring Chinook salmon are an at-
risk population. In 2018, just 29 wild spring Chinook 
returned to the South Umpqua and 64 returned in 
2019.  
 
In response, the District has been working with partner 
agencies to identify possible limiting factors by 
analyzing individual data sets to explore 
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 
Administrator 
 
Hunter Education Classes Resume 
COVID-19 interrupted the plans of many young 
hunters. Since March, more than 50 Hunter Education 
classes and field days have been cancelled and dozens 
more not scheduled due to the pandemic. As a result, 
hundreds of potential hunters have not been able to 
earn their Hunter Education certificate which is 
required for anyone under 18 to hunt in Oregon. 
Dozens of other public events, including hunting and 
fishing workshops, Family Fishing and Free Fishing 
Weekend events were also cancelled or deferred. In 
mid-June, some of these events started coming back 
online, including the first Hunter Education training in 
months. 
 

 
Wearing face masks and socially distant, more than 30 
students earned their Hunter Education certificate at EE 
Wilson on June 13th. 

 
Several modifications have been made to Hunter Ed 
classes and field days to protect the safety of students, 
volunteer instructors, staff and observers:  

- Participants, volunteers, staff and parents are 
required to wear masks. 

- Class size is capped at 10 students. Parents may 
only observe from a distance in order to minimize 
the group size. 

- Social distancing standards are enforced 

- Equipment sharing is minimized and any shared 
items are cleaned and disinfected after use 

- Safety glasses are given to all students rather than 
recycled for other classes.    

- Registration is required so accurate attendance 
information is available if needed for contact 
tracing. 

- Anyone who is sick is told to stay home or is not 
admitted to the event. 

- The field day format was restructured to minimize 
close contact and, where possible, the entire course 
is taught outside. 

- Classes may be cancelled on short notice if needed. 
For example, La Grande classes were cancelled due 
to sudden increase in COVID-19 cases in Union 
County. 
 

 
 
High demand for Hunter Education training is 
expected over the next few months as families look 
ahead to hunting season. Volunteer instructors, many 
of them retired and considered high-risk for infection, 
have stepped up. More than 80 classes and field days 
are scheduled through August and more are being 
added every week.  
 

 
Showing off the first Hunter Education certificates issued 
since March, these two are ready for hunting season. 
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Students who can’t complete Hunter Education 
this summer can still hunt this year under a 
temporary rule that takes effect August 1st. Youth 
must complete a classroom portion (through a 
traditional class, online or home study) and a hands-on 
field component to earn their Hunter Education 
certificate. The temporary rule allows students to 
postpone the field day component until next year. 
Students that have proof they passed the online course, 
home study or classroom portion of the training can 
hunt when accompanied by an adult this year. They will 
have to complete the field day component to earn their 
Hunter Education certificate and hunt in the future. 
 

Podcast Features Chad Brown’s Soul River  
ODFW’s Beaver State Podcast featured a timely 
conversation in early June about how a person’s life 
experiences impact the way they view outdoor 
recreation. Episode 13 features Chad Brown, an 
African American man who introduces young people 
to fly-fishing and outdoor recreation. During the 
conversation, he talks about how some traumatic 
experiences with bias and discrimination in his life have 
shaped the way he feels when he goes to his favorite 
rivers or forests. Mr. Brown shares ideas about how 
ODFW and all Oregonians can make the outdoors 
more welcoming for anyone and everyone who wants 
to take part in fishing, hunting and other pursuits. The 
podcast was well received and was included in the 
Department of Administrative Services list of Racial 
Justice Resources which was shared with all state 
agencies to share with their employees. Listen at 
https://myodfw.com/articles/beaver-state-podcast--or 
subscribe on any major podcast platform. 

 

 
Conversation explores race and the Oregon outdoors. 

 
Pronghorn Hunters get Targeted Information 
Drawing a pronghorn tag may take a hunter 15 years of 
waiting or more. When the time comes, everyone with 
an antelope tag wants to know all about the unit they 
are going to hunt in, where to find the animals, how to 
process the meat in hot weather and so on. This 
excitement leads to hundreds of hunters calling ODFW 
field offices to ask biologists all their questions. Last 
year, I&E developed a series of videos and articles 
addressing the most frequent pronghorn hunting 
questions. This June, the division sent out an email to 

all hunters who drew an antelope tag, pointing them to 
the resources online. Hopefully, this will help hunters 

be prepared for success while reducing the number 
and duration of phone calls to our busy biologists in 
the field. The immediate message open rate was 
extremely high as the audience is a motivated one. 

 

 
 

Valuable information for a hunt that can be 15 years in the 
making. 

 
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Casey Thomas, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

 
 
Fish and Wildlife Troopers conducted a boat patrol on 
the McKenzie River from the Leaburg Dam to 
Hendricks Park. During the patrol the Trooper’s 
contacted 58 anglers/boaters. During the contacts 4 
citations, 4 warnings and 2 boat inspections were 
issued. After arriving at Hendricks Park, some 
personnel left and were replaced by another Trooper. 
During the second leg of the patrol, the Trooper’s 

contacted 53 anglers/boaters. Of those contacts 2 
citations, 11 warnings and 1 water rescue was made. As 
the Trooper’s passed by Hayden Bridge they found a 
father and 2 year old daughter clinging to some 
overhanging brush just above a large set of rapids. The 

https://myodfw.com/articles/beaver-state-podcast
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father was in a small canoe with his infant daughter 
between his legs. The mother was walking in the river 
near the bank in the swift current attempting to retrieve 
her daughter before they were swept into the rapids. 
The Troopers were able to pull the mother and little 
girl into their drift boat safely. A Trooper removed his 
life jacket and fastened it to the father. After everyone 
was secured, the Trooper’s followed the father in his 
canoe through the rapids with the mother and little girl 
in their boat to safety. After the young family was safely 
back in their vehicles, the Trooper’s continued down 
the river to Armitage Park. The boat patrol was a total 
of 31.6 miles with 11.5 hours on the water. Overall 
there were 111 contacts, 6 citations, 15 warnings and 1 
water rescue.   
 
Troopers conducted shellfish patrols on Yaquina, Alsea 
and Netarts Bays. In total, 133 crab and 236 clams were 
seized. The following offenses were observed and 
enforcement action was taken: 
 

 No Non-Resident Angling License – 1  

 No Resident Shellfish License – 7 

 Take/Possession of Female Dungeness Crab – 
4  

 Take/Possession of Undersized Dungeness 
Crab – 11 

 Exceeding Daily Bag Limit of Crab – 1  

 Exceeding Daily Bag Limit of Clams – 8  

 Exceeding Daily Bag Limit of Shore Crab – 1  

 Digging Another’s Clams – 2  

 Clam Digging During Closed Season – 5  

 Take Crab w/ More than Three Pots/Rings  – 
2 

 Fail to Allow Inspection of 
License/Catch/Gear – 1 

 Fail to Use Own Container for Clams - 9 

 Aiding/Counseling in a Wildlife Offense – 2 

 Criminal Trespass II – 2  
 
A Fish and Wildlife Trooper in Bend received 
information from ODFW regarding a subject who was 
buying hunting licenses for his deceased parents. 
Investigation revealed the subject was buying hunting 
licenses and applying for elk/deer hunts using his 
deceased parents as party leaders to increase his chances 

of drawing tags with their preference points. He was 

cited and released for Unlawful Application for 
License/Tag. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

Borax Lake Chub Delisted 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services, (USFWS) 
announced the final rule delisting the Borax Lake Chub 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Thus, 
making it the fourth Oregon fish delisted due to 
recovery in the last five years. Partners will continue 
working together to monitor fish populations, 
conditions of the lake, and potential future threats. 
 

 

Borax Lake Chub was classified as an “endangered 
species” on October 5, 1982 under the ESA. This 
listing occurred because the species’ habitat was 
threatened by geothermal development in proximity to 
Borax Lake and human-caused modifications to the 
lake shoreline, including water diversion. Since the time 
that Borax Lake Chub were listed, considerable efforts 
have been made by ODFW, Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), USFWS, and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) to meet recovery criteria identified 
by the USFWS.  
 
Such efforts included land acquisition and protection, 
water protection, improved understanding of the 
biology of Borax Lake Chub, and development of 
cooperative management plans. 

Greater Sage-Grouse Population Monitoring 
The Oregon spring sage-grouse lek survey effort is one 
of the largest collaborative conservation monitoring 
programs currently ongoing in the state. Between 
March 15th and April 30th, biologists from ODFW, 
BLM, Burns Paiute Tribe, and volunteers with 
ODFW’s Adopt-a-Lek program conducted 1,767 
ground and aerial lek surveys at 773 individual lek sites.  
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 Lek counts collected in 2020 are still undergoing data 
management and analysis, however, initial estimates 
suggest that the spring sage-grouse population 
remained stable in 2020, with a modest 1.5% increase 
in male lek attendance. Population trend appears 
variable across the state with populations increasing in 
the Burns (16% increase), Prineville (13% increase), 
and Lakeview (8% increase) BLM Districts and in the 
Baker BLM Resource Area (3% increase) and declining 
by 10% in the Vale BLM District. These analysis units, 
which are used to generate the statewide population 
estimate, do not highlight the further variability at the 
scale of individual sage-grouse core areas, with core 
area scale trends in 2020 ranging from -51% declines to 
52% increases. 
 
Since 2006, the sage-grouse population in Oregon has 
cycled on a 6 to 7-year period, the previous population 
peak was in 2016. Thus, it appears that the population 
low in 2019 may represent the bottom of the current 
population cycle, with populations likely to increase 
over the next few years.  
 
Following a more complete analysis of lek count data 
collected in 2020, a detailed report describing trends in 
survey effort and sage-grouse population size will be 
released in September of this year. All information 
presented in this reported should be viewed as 

preliminary and subject to change.  
 
OCAMP Species Selected by Experts 
This spring, the Oregon Connectivity Assessment 
and Mapping Project (OCAMP) worked with a 
variety of species experts and practitioners to score 
and rank candidate species for connectivity 
assessment, culminating in a series of species 
selection workshops in May.    
 
In total, 54 species were selected for OCAMP, 
including 23 mammals, 16 birds, 8 amphibians, 4 
reptiles, and 3 invertebrates. Species were selected as 
surrogates to represent specific habitat associations 

and/or structural habitat characteristics, as well as a 
diversity of taxa, life history strategies, dispersal 
capabilities, and sensitivity to anthropogenic threats.  

The connectivity models for these species will 
ultimately be compiled to highlight priority wildlife 
corridors throughout the state, aiding in statewide 

planning and prioritization efforts to maintain 
functional habitat connectivity. The full list of species 
can be viewed on the OCAMP webpage.  

 
Northwestern Pond Turtle Survey Successful 
Northwestern pond turtle sites were trapped last 
month by SW Zone Conservation Strategy Biologist 
Jade Keehn and West/NW Region Conservation 
Biologist Susan Barnes along with Katie Hicks and Sam 
Conord, both Oregon Conservation Strategy interns. 
The team caught approximately 25 turtles with many 
recaptures, some new adults and a number of 
hatchlings and juveniles indicating recruitment at the 
sites. 
 

          

 
OCRF Committee Moves into Next Phase 
The Oregon Conservation & Recreation Advisory 
Committee met on June 22 and agreed upon a suite of 
project concepts to pursue for short term expenditures 
from the Oregon Conservation & Recreation Fund 
(OCRF). Approximately $70,000 is available in the 
OCRF. The Committee members will work with the 
conservation & recreation stakeholders to develop 
proposals for the Committee's consideration on July 
20. 
 

Good Neighbor Authority Agreements 
ODFW is collaborating with the US Forest Service 
using the Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) to 
improve fish and wildlife habitat across the state.  

https://oregonconservationstrategy.org/success-story/the-oregon-connectivity-assessment-and-mapping-project-ocamp/
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In 2020, ODFW signed five new agreements with the 
Umatilla, Ochoco, Umpqua, Willamette National 
Forests and the USFS Regional Office, bringing the 
total number of active GNA agreements to ten. 
Restoration activities include juniper thinning, road 
closures, aquatic organism passage, riparian and 
meadow habitat restoration, and white-nose syndrome 
disease surveillance.  

The Good Neighbor Authority was passed in the 2014 
Farm Bill as a way to increase the pace, scale, and 
quality of restoration by facilitating greater 
collaboration between state natural resource agencies 
and federal land management agencies. 

 
OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM 
Tucker Jones, Ocean Salmon and Columbia River 
Program Manager  
 

New Article Illustrates Negative Effects of 
Columbia and Snake River Dams on Salmon 
Survival. 
The extent to which the system of hydroelectric dams 
on the Columbia and Snake rivers impact migratory 
salmon has been debated for decades. While there 
seems to be little question that the “hydrosystem” 
negatively impacts salmon and steelhead, what remains 
a point of contention is the degree to which the 
hydrosystem, versus other factors, limits populations. 
In this debate, there are generally two schools of 
thought: (1) life cycle survival is driven almost 
exclusively by uncontrollable factors outside the 
hydrosystem (e.g., ocean conditions) and (2) the 
negative effects of passing through a turbine or juvenile 
bypass system during outmigration manifest not only in 
freshwater, but also during early ocean residency, i.e., 
delayed or latent mortality. According to the second 
school of thought, increases in life cycle survival can be 
achieved by reducing fish travel times and increasing 
the number of fish that use the spillway, as opposed to 
other routes of passage to get past dams (see figure 
below). 
 

 
 
Over the decades of debate on this topic, researchers 
throughout the region have put-together a rich weight-
of-evidence to support the reality of latent or delayed 
effects. Recently, staff from the Ocean Salmon and 

Columbia River Program in Clackamas published a 
peer reviewed paper in the North American Journal of 
Fisheries Management with representatives from Idaho 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service adding yet 
further support. The authors contrast productivity and 
life-cycle survival rates relative to the history of 
development of the hydrosystem among populations of 
Chinook Salmon from the Snake River versus those 

from the John Day River (do the population groups 
respond differently to completion of the 
hydrosystem?). 
 
The results show notable differences between Snake 
and John Day river populations of Chinook Salmon in 
terms of survival and productivity (see graph below). 
This despite the fact that out-migrants from the two 
groups experience comparable rearing conditions and a 
similar marine environment when the fish enter the 

ocean.  

 

There is one glaring distinction among the two 
population groups that the researchers argue is 
meaningful: salmon migrating in-river from the Snake 
River inevitably pass eight dams whereas John Day 
migrants pass only three. 

Results from this work indicate strongly that to 
approach historic rates of productivity, adult returns in 
the Snake River would have to be at least four-times 
current levels. The prior weight-of-evidence, and now 
these analyses, suggests variation in smolt-to-adult 
return rates can be controlled by managing 
hydrosystem operations and the deficit between current 

and necessary levels of adult returns can be breached 
by approaches that would mimic un-impounded rivers.  

For a copy of the article please email Adam Storch 
(adam.j.storch@state.or.us). 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:adam.j.storch@state.or.us
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ODFW DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
COMMITTEE 
Shannon Hurn, Deputy Director for Fish and 
Wildlife Programs and Chair of D&I Committee 
 
In recognition of current events, ODFW would like to 
reaffirm our commitment to diversity, equity, and 
inclusion here at the Department.  We recognize not 
every member of our society is treated equitably. 
Governor Brown issued an email to executive branch 
staff on June 19, 2020, regarding taking a stand for 
racial justice. The Governor emphasized that Oregon is 
“still grappling with unresolved racial discrimination 
and anti-Black racism” like many other parts of 
America. Governor Brown provided a strong 
accountability statement, “I count myself as one of the 
many white politicians whose good intentions haven’t 
done enough to dismantle systemic racism. Yes, we’ve 
made some steps in the right direction (juvenile justice 
reform and justice reinvestment, for example), but it 
took us too long to only scratch the surface. We cannot 
be stagnant, or go backwards. We must go further and 
move faster.”  

 
The ODFW Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
consists of twelve, rotating staff that are committed to 
enhancing the Department’s focus and efforts to 
develop a safe, respectful workplace where all staff, 
partners and customers are treated fairly and equitably. 
The Committee has been working on many new tools 
and references for staff to use in their career 
development and to further a shared understanding of 
the importance of an inclusive workplace. The 
Committee is currently updating its Action Plan to 
guide its areas of emphasis and efforts for the next two 
years. This Action Plan will be include employing racial 
justice concepts at the agency. 
 
The Committee will be utilizing the Field Report, and 
other communication tools to keep staff, partners and 
constituents updated on the Department’s progress. 
 
 “ - you cannot have dignity without having respect. If there is a 
lack of respect, there is a lack of joy. When we have dignity and 
respect we join the communities of human beings, and they join 
us. We are one. Human beings are more alike than we are 
unalike.” 
   Dr. Maya Angelou 

 
 

END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
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